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with the peculiar and personal needs of the mind
and soul of the individual in question. Although
commonly embodied in some kind of pious practice,
yet this is hardly essential to a devotion, except so
far as pleasurable and affectionate contemplation
can be considered a pious practice. Thus devotion
to the Blessed Trinity, to one or other of the Divine
attributes, to the Immaculate Conception, does not
directly embody itself in outward practice in the
same way as does devotion to the Holy Souls, which
is shown in helping them; or to Indulgences, which
is shown in gaining them.

As regards the doctrine of Hell, all Catholic
Christians are agreed; but as to what we might
call the "devotion to hell," there is a lawful liberty
and variety. The very idea of a " devotion to hell"
may seem strange to some minds; and yet when
we remember that it is only a particular form of a
general devotion to the divine attribute of Justice,
the strangeness must at once vanish. The eventual
righting of what is wrong, the straightening of what
is crooked, the triumph of every seemingly strangled
truth, the strangling of every seemingly triumphant
lie, is a consummation postulated imperatively by
what is best in the human soul; longed for, prayed
for, fought for, not only by saints and prophets, but
by every true and just man who has ever walked
this earth, with a power of divine indignation in
his heart. Dilexisti justitiam and Odisti miquitatem,
"Thou has loved justice'' and "Thou hast hated
iniquity " are inseparable correlatives; and it is only
the growing decay of belief in human responsibility
that has, by weakening the first impulse, also